Sassda

SOUTHERN AFRICA STAINLESS STEEL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION
REGIONAL STAINLESS STEEL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE – KWAZULU-NATAL
MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

HELD AT THE WESTVILLE HOTEL, 124 JAN HOFMEYER RD, WESTVILLE.
on
MONDAY 21 AUGUST 2002 AT 15H00
PRESENT:

Neerish Singh             Stalcor

Richard Vaughn          Stalcor

Fiona Dawson             Colombus

Basheer Noorgat         NMC Exquisite

Gerry Naidoo               Africa Metal Products

Johan Smit                  Columbus

Garry Coady                Franke

Lennord Beets              VRN

Vaughn Davis              NDE

Axel Neilsen                Metso

APOLOGIES

Oliver Damm              SASSDA

George Whittle            SASSDA

Peter Shorten              Amalgamated Appliances

Neal Meaker                Columbus

Bryan Bailey                Sugar Equip

Mario Tripepi               Easy Engineering

1.    WELCOME
The Chairman welcomed those present and a video was shown on the visit made by CDI to India and some SME hollow ware manufacturing.

2.    MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Having been circulated were taken as read.

3.    MATTERS ARISING

3.1    Fabricators 

Trade Fairs – Nora Hill contacted the fair co-ordinator who requested the various categories of those interested to contact her.  No fabricators responded.  The chairman felt that the fabricators were inundated with work at present and hence the lack of interest.  He felt that they would probably show interest later in the year when sources of work died down.

The Chairman suggested a meeting with Basil Goldswain to plan a way forward.

3.2    KZN Initiative Funds  -

Angie Gillies reported that no invoices had been sent out this year.  SASSDA was paying for the services of Nora Hill on a time basis and the contributions from members was in a separate account.  Payment towards specific projects in KZN were previously suggested to be used for this fund.  

3.3    Capsec Request for Product Requirements from KZN manufacturers

Nora Hill circulated requirements requested by Wesgrow for marketing in the USA   Several KZN companies responded directly to Neal Meaker.

3.4            Having been sent down from SASSDA, will be made available for circulation.

3.5  Awards

Richard Vaughn mentioned that his representatives had feedback from companies saying that the proposal required was onerous and there was a certain amounts of apathy regarding the returns.  Nora Hill to check with SASSDA how many KZN proposals there are:

3.6. Welding Sector

Axel contacted Tullio Monte who offered any assistance required to fabricators 

Their monthly meetings are not particularly well attended.

4          WEBSITE 

         Report on Website feedback would be available on Neal Meaker’s return.  Members reported that regular inquiries were coming from the website.

         Johan Smit said that Neal was now fully involved with Capsec and could not spend more time on the website.

5          SUB-SECTOR REPORTS

5.1    FABRICATORS 

Dealt with in matters arising

5.2 ARCHITECTURAL

George Whittle has the brochures and handouts available for circulation to the architects.  Presentations will be arranged.  

5.3  DOMESTIC WARE   

A three-hour planning meeting was held prior to the Executive meeting defining the purpose and a skeleton strategy.  This resulted in an action plan for the next meeting.  Jonathan Black of Smith and Black based the plan on one done for SASSDa based on the Compass Aligned Performance System (CAPs).  Everyone at the meeting was highly motivated and the strategy outline is attached.

Training 

Fiona and George are planning a customs orientation course on this in September.

5.4 PIPE & TUBE & AUTO

It was felt that a regular report-back on this sector was required and Johan Smit would approach Charles Cammell to take this portfolio

6.    GENERAL

          It was felt that the video slot on India needed to be re-edited to fulfil the objective of duplicating the manufacturing principles/methods in SA. The other two videos were well received.

          Stolen Stainless Steel

Columbus was alerting companies to upgrade their security and was taking a very hard time regarding those companies who purchased stolen materials.

           KZN Initiative – It was felt that the objectives be revisited and if necessary redefined. 

7.   NEXT MEETING

Thursday 26th September 2002 at 15h00. (following the Hollow ware meeting at 13h30) at the Westville Hotel.

