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Sassda

SOUTHERN AFRICA STAINLESS STEEL DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION


REGIONAL STAINLESS STEEL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE – KWAZULU-NATAL

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING

HELD AT THE WESTVILLE HOTEL, 124 JAN HOFMEYER RD, WESTVILLE.

on

MONDAY 11th FEBRUARY 2002 AT 14H30

PRESENT:

Nora Hill

Imani-Capricorn (in the chair)
Dave Slater

SASSDA





Gavin Weyer

Euro Steel





Frank Mildenhall
VRN

Axel Nielson

Metso N.D. Eng

Garry Coady

Franke






Fiona Dawson

Columbus

Neal Meaker 

Columbus Stainless 

Gerry Naidoo 

African Metal Products 
Vaughan Davis
NDE



Dave Bodell

Stalcor




Yunus Noorgat
Noorsaheb


APOLOGIES:

Joe Bischoff

Jaguar Metals




Bryan Bailey

Sugarequip

George Whittle 
SASSDA 

Mario Tripepi 

Easy Engineering

Peter Shorten 

Amalgamated Appliances

Basil Goldswain 
Specialised Engineering

Bruce Overall

Coastal

Don Kotze

VRN

Richard Vaughan
Stalcor

Basil Goldswain
Specialised Eng Alloys

Gops Govender
Natal Stainless Steel 

Krish Pillay

Natal Stainless Steel
Bissun Girran

DURMAC (Pmb)

Johan Smit

Columbus

John Boyce

Autocut

Peter Shorten

Amalgamated Appliances

A Torino

Elmar Works
Hans Coertse 

Anderson Engineering
Mark Bouchier 
Duys Component Manufacturing

Tim Lahner

Cryotank

Dave Barry



                       Ian Overall 

Coastal

1. WELCOME

The Chairman welcomed all present.

2. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Having been circulated were approved and confirmed.

3. MATTERS ARISING

3.1 Job Lot And Parcel Purchasing 

It was agreed that the selling of stolen goods was a problem widely experienced and therefore should be dealt with on a general or national basis.  Dave Slater reminded the meeting that SASSDA had an association with an organisation that followed up this type of theft.  It was agreed to insert an address or phone number for the “Whistleblower” in the next newsletter.

(Action N. Hill)

4 WEBSITE PRESENTATION BY NEAL MEAKER

· Neal Meaker presented the update website that is linked to the SASSDA site.

· There are now 14 members on this site 

· Hits in January – 255.  27% came from SA whilst the other 73% came from international surfers.

· The meeting congratulated him on his effort and agreed that all members of the KZN Initiative should take advantage of this Website and advertise.

· It would be advertised in the next newsletter

(Action N. Hill)
5.    SASSDA REPORT BACK


5.1 Dave Slater reported that:

· The new SASSDA CEO is Dr Dan Olivier who was formerly with the CSIR.  He will be introduced to members at a function in Durban.  Dave Slater will remain in an advisory role.

· There will be an International Conference on 3CR12 on the 10th & 11th October culminating in the SASSDA Awards Evening on the 11th October to be held at the Sandton Convention Centre.  We now have a complete suite of products with the addition of 3CR12.  Research is being done on 3CR12 at the Antarctic Research Station.

· During May be a workshop will be held on nickel alloys in the petroleum industry in all the main centres.  The KZN talk will be on the 6th in the morning at the Protea Karridene.

· There will be a fabrication seminar in KZN on the 17th July. Yet to be finalised.

· The first two students who have been on the “P Grade Training Scheme” will be spending 12 months in the industry in different sectors.  

· The delegation from Mpumulanga who went to India with Scott Housely found Indian production very interesting and a video presentation will be shown at the next meeting.

(Action N. Hill)
· A new Lifecycle Costing CD that is compatible with Windows has been co- sponsored by SASSDA with an international chrome development association.

· In May SASSDA and Columbus are organising an International Stainless Steel Conference at Sun City

5.2.  Research

· Within the Industrial Development Programme, the E-business sector is incorporating a data interchange and there is potential for the Stainless Steel industry to tap into that.
· The government is setting up an MIDP type incentive programme for white goods.  It is believed that this will encourage exports from this sector and will generate component manufacturers down the line in this sector.
· There is a blanks pressing and seam finishing programme for Stainless Steel products being set up
5.3. Budget

· The SASSDA budget is being finalised for the year 2002/3 Dave said that he thought the expansion should be taken to the next level and that SASSDA was happy to take the financial responsibility for the administrative costs of future development.  Dave Slater requested a budget for development for the KZN Initiative to be submitted urgently as the SASSDA budget was now being allocated.  SASSDA would still be paying for special projects
· It was acknowledged that SASSDA would now support the administrative costs of the secretariat.  It was therefore proposed, and unanimously agreed, that the small group of members who were presently contributing to a fund for the secretariat administration and meetings be persuaded to continue contributing the same amount for a project to benefit the KZN Initiative. Once some success was achieved, it would initiate further development.  Neal Meaker agreed to send details of the W. Cape Cluster to Nora Hill in order to pursue this in KZN
(Action N. Hill)
· It was acknowledged that although only a few people were contributing, many were benefiting from this contribution and that those who had contributed to date should be sincerely thanked.  
· Fiona Dawson said that commitment was required from everyone in the industry to support and upgrade the industry in the province.

· It was agreed that the website was the responsibility of the regional committee and that they should publicise it, as the more people who were on the site, the more popular it would become with people looking for suppliers.  It was suggested that in addition to the monthly subscription, a joining fee be charged for new members.  It would be publicised in the next newsletter.

(Action N. Hill)
7.    SUB-SECTOR REPORTS

7.1. FABRICATORS (Basil Goldswain not present to report)
· Axel Neilsen reported that five companies met at the last meeting.  They felt that they wanted to do a project like exhibiting on a trade fair but needed to investigate further to identify a project.  

· It was agreed that the video presentation of the website should be shown at the next fabricators meeting.  SASSDA has a generic capital equipment CD (11 mins) that focuses on heat exchangers and driers which is available for the next meeting.  It is linked to the SASSDA website. 

(Action N. Hill)
· It was reported that there had been a breakthrough with SASTEC and SASOL will source from SA suppliers in future.  They were expanding their exports to Africa and the approved fabricators should expect a large slice of this work.  An audit programme was auditing companies in order to give them the “approved supplier” status.

· The “Centre of Excellence” programme at SASSDA would also identify reliable suppliers for special requirements.

· It was brought to the notice of the meeting that there were no specifications for repairs and the tenders request the impossible from the repairers.  It was agreed that there should be one set of rules set.

(Action D. Slater)
7.2  
ABC SECTOR (George Whittle not present to report)
· The Chairman reported that there were many new projects being built in KZN that producers could investigate for work.  Amongst these was the new Marine Park, the Point Water Front development and Wilson Wharf development.

· It was planned that the next meeting would include a meeting with the architects of Gateway with a guided tour around the centre to view all the Stainless Steel items used in this project.  

· Architects are to be visited once the promotional handout package is finalised.

· George Whittle will be addressing the Technikon Industrial Design students in March.

7.2. HOLLOW WARE (Richard Vaughan not present to report)
· Cookware orders have doubled on the domestic market. It was not ascertained if this was for re-stocking purposes or the reluctance to import since the exchange rate demise.

· Yunus Noorgat informed the meeting that raw materials and pot bases had increased by 25% since the Rand has devalued.

· He further suggested that the hollow ware manufacturers exhibit on the national SA pavilions at some of the international trade fairs.  These are at the expense of the DTI.  The next fair was the Birmingham Fair in August.

7.3.      PIPE & TUBE & AUTO

In Joe Bischoff’s absence, there was nothing to report

8.    GENERAL

· . SASSDA and the suppliers requested that the meetings be synchronised so they could all attend.  It was suggested by Garry Coady that the sector meetings were held after a general meeting as the whole afternoon could be allocated to meetings rather than two a month that virtually wrote off the day anyway.  This was agreed and the meeting calendar would be discussed with Joe on his return.  Meetings thus far scheduled for KZN are:

· April 11th 
ABC Meeting in a.m.

· May 7th 
KZN Sports Day

· June 13th 
ABC Meeting in am

· Aug 27th 
ABC Meeting in am

· Yunus Noorgat suggested that SASSDA be more visible to incoming foreign buyers and that there should be large adverts in the Jhb Int Airport arrivals hall.

· He also mentioned that he had heard that the Emirates in Saudi Arabia were fencing their borders and that SA companies should approach fencing companies there with an offer of S/S fencing.

· Dave Slater mentioned that the gas cylinder project has been submitted to the committee on standards and was seeking a manufacturer. Franke are considering the project.

· It was agreed that the next newsletter should feature an article on “Labour Net” to identify development programmes available and claiming the skills levy.  Companies could then train their labour at no cost.  The Skills Levy fund had accumulated millions of Rand that no one was claiming.

· Garry Coady suggested that we contract this company to produce a generic programme for SMMEs.  It was agreed that they be invited to present at one of the meetings.

· It was agreed that the industry in general needed 

· Basic business skills

· Customer service

· Quality benchmarks

· A company has been investigated by the anti-dumping unit for importing dumped products into SA. Trade Compliance SA is to report on the findings

As there was no further business to discuss the meeting was closed at 16h10

NEXT MEETING

To be advised

